
Woodland Yurts   
Practi cal  and Beauti ful portable dwel lings 
 

 
 
Mongolian gers, Kazakh and Kyrgyz yurts 
lovingly handcrafted in Somerset. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woodland yurts  

Woodland Yurts have been building yurts since 1991.  
The proprietor, Paul King has studied yurt making in 
Mongolia and Kyrgyzstan.  He is the author of three 
books on the subject.  Each yurt frame is individually 
handcrafted using the finest local hardwoods.  Each 
proofed cotton cover is tailored to fit its frame exactly. 
 
Woodland yurts have been used as holiday homes, 
classrooms, sacred spaces, saunas, permanent 
homes, student accommodation, spare rooms, 
children's playhouses, workshops, meditation spaces, 
theatres, birthing spaces and for family camping.  
 
The complete Yurt Handbook 
 
Everything you need to know about yurts, including 
detailed plans to build your own.  Fully illustrated 120 
pages 
£12.95. (p&p UK£1.50 overseas £2.50) from 

Woodland yurts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Yurt 
 
 

How the Yurt works 
 
Opposing pressures give the yurt its inherent rigidity.   
 
The weight of the roof tries to push the walls 
outwards; this force is contained by the tension band. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

There are two major types of yurt: the Mongolian 
Ger, with its heavy timber crown and straight roof 
poles, and the bentwood yurt used from Eastern 
Turkey to China, with its steam-bent roof poles and 
lighter crown. 
 
These proven designs are equally well suited for use 
in this country.  The yurt can be insulated for winter 
use.  The sides roll up to admit a cooling breeze on 
hot days.  On clear nights one can lie in bed and 
watch the stars through the open crown.  On wet 
nights there is plenty of room for friends to sit in 
comfort around a warm stove, tell stories and listen to 
the storm outside.  The atmosphere inside is one of 
warm, secure solidity, while from outside the yurt 
radiates a welcoming glow. 
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"IÕve just received my yurt and as a woodworker 
I must say how impressed I am with its quality 
and attention to details, it is beautiful, it is a work 
of art! Many thanks!" G.P. (Wales, 2002) 

"Your build quality and attention to detail create the 
best ger I have seen".  D.B. (Hemp Union, 2001)  
 

”Fantastic.  I knew it would be good but wow!   
Everything went together like a dream with really 
clear instructions.  It's a beautiful space and 
everyone loves it.  The care and craftsmanship 
 with which it is made shines through.Ó T.M. (East 
Sussex, 2004) 
 
 



Mongolian ger 

 
 
Traditional gers 
These yurts are very similar to the Mongolian ger, 
with the traditional eight-spoked crown.  Wall poles 
are spaced nine inches apart giving an extremely 
strong trellis with many closely spaced roof poles.  
The wall is five feet high. These are our most sturdy 
yurts, ideal as semi-permanent dwellings.  Made from 
locally grown ash and oak. 
Basic gers and Coppice gers 
The wall poles are shorter than the traditional ger and 
the trellis spacing is twelve inches.  These yurts are 
extremely robust, but easier to transport than the 
traditional gers.   Coppice wood yurts are made from 
chestnut poles, beautiful, rustic and strong.  Other 
yurts are made from locally grown sawn (planed and 
sanded) ash for a more refined finish. 
Diameter 
Feet 

Wall height 
 

Roof height 
 

Price (£) 

Coppice chestnut ger 

9 3'6" 6' 1000 
11 4' 7' 1700 
13 4’ 7’6” 2100 
15 4’ 8’ 2700 
15 5’ 9’ 2900 
Basic ash and oak ger 
11 4' 7' 2200 
13 4' 7'6" 2600 
14 4' 8 3000 
15 4' 8'6" 3400 
Traditional  ash and oak ger 
14 5' 8'6" 3600 
16 5' 9' 4200 
18 5' 9' 4900 
21 5’ 10’ 5900 

 

Bentwood yurt 
Significantly different from the ger with steam bent 
roof poles and a much lighter steam bent ash crown.  
The overall appearance is more dome-shaped.  The  
curved roof poles raise the effective wall height.  The 
Kazakh yurt has a fairly low roof to shed wind and 
retain heat on the Central Asian Steppe.  The Kyrgyz 
yurt has a tall step roof to shed water in the warmer 
wetter climate of Kyrgyzstan. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Why buy a Woodland Yurt?  
We have been building yurts for more than fifteen 
years and have been constantly improving our 
designs over this time.   We take the traditional 
central Asian designs as our starting point and make 
changes only where appropriate to take full 
advantage of the superior materials available to us 
and to make the yurt more suitable to the UK climate. 
Our yurts are easy to put up, take down, and 
transport.  
 
Attention to detail 
Our customers often comment on the quality of our 
yurts and the attention to detail. Many people come 
back to us again for a second yurt or come through 
recommendations from happy Woodland Yurt 
owners.  We aim to make our yurts the best available. 

 
 
Kind to the environment 
We strive to make our yurts as environmentally 
friendly as possible by using locally grown timber 
from woods managed primarily for wildlife 
conservation.  We keep our use of PVC and other 
plastics to a minimum.  A yurt is a low impact building 
that can be easily moved every few days so that it 
does not even kill the grass beneath. 
 
See our website at www.woodlandyurts.co.uk or 
ask for an information pack for full details. 

Sawn ash Kyrgyz style yurt 

Diameter 
feet 

Wall height Roof height Price (£) 

11 4' 8’ 2300 

12 4' 9’ 2800 

14 4’ 9’9” 3400 

16 4’ 10’ 4200 

18 5 10’ 4900 

Coppice chestnut Kyrgyz sty le yurt 

Diameter 
feet 

Wall height Roof height Price (£) 

11 4' 8' 1900 

12 4' 9' 2400 

14 4’ 9’9” 3200 

"I'm having a very special time in it.  It's a fantastic 
piece of Joinery" M.R. (Cumbria, 1998) 
 

"To say we were impressed with your work is an 
under statement, and its not only us we have 
shown your work via the photos we took to several 
Mongols all of whom agree your work is excellent 
and wish you all the best."  Mark Glen and Altanzul 
Yondonjalbuu (Cheshire/Mongolia, 1999) 
 
 


